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UNIT-1 Don Quixote
Character List

Cid Hamet Ben Engeli
the Arab translator of Don Quixote, Cervantes consistently accuses him of dishonesty.

Don Quixote (Señor Alonso Quixana, The Knight of the Sorrowful Figure)
Alonso Quixana is an elderly gentleman who has read too many books of chivalry. He decides
that he will become a knight-errant and enjoy his own adventures, winning fame and honor.
His first sally into the world is aborted quickly. On the way home, intending to get money and
clean shirts, Quixote is attacked and left for dead. A peasant sees Quixote and brings him home.
The best efforts of Quixote's niece, housekeeper and friends (the barber and the priest) are to
no avail. Quixote leaves for a second adventure, this time bringing a squire with him, a
commoner named Sancho Panza.
Quixote's delusions get him into serious trouble with the law and the church. He baffles
strangers with his ability to alternate between states of lucid sanity and its exact opposite.

Dulcinea del Toboso (Aldonza Lorenzo)
Aldonza Lorenzo is a common woman who lives in the town of Toboso. Don Quixote sees
here and decides to call her Dulcinea del Toboso. Dulcinea means "sweetness" and Don
Quixote imagines Dulcinea to be his Lady. Quixote defends her honor, though she never
appears in the novel.
The priest-one of Quixote's friends, the priest does not behave as one would expect, considering
his ecclesiastical vocation. The priest regulates the book-burning early in Book I, but he saves
as many books as he can. The priest organizes the successful conspiracy to get Quixote back
home to La Mancha. When Quixote is on the verge of being arrested by an officer of the Holy
Brotherhood, the priest defends Quixote, attesting to the gentleman's insanity.

Sancho Panza
Sancho is Don Quixote's squire, having left his wife and daughter at home in the hopes of
becoming Governor of an island. A common peasant, Panza seeks fortune so that his daughter
can marry a nobleman. Sancho has a lot of common sense but he consistently defers to his
master and assents to dangerous schemes. As squire, Sancho becomes sincerely attached to
Quixote and he looks out for the knight as well as he can. At the end of Book I, Sancho is
saddened to see Quixote imprisoned in the cage. Sancho, alone, tries to convince Quixote that
the cage is not an enchantment. Alone, Sancho is unable to sway Quixote's opinion.

Cardenio ("The Ragged Knight of the Sorry Countenance")
a young man whose heart is broken when his lover, Lucinda, marries Don Fernando. He and
Dorotea apprehend Don Fernando at the inn, late in Book I. Cardenio ends up with Lucinda in
the end.

Dorotea ("The Princess Micomicona")

a woman who has been deceived by Don Fernando. Don Fernando promised to marry Dorotea
but he married Lucinda instead. Disgraced, Dorotea leaves her village disguised in men's
clothing. She conspires with Cardenio to hunt down Don Fernando, and she also helps the priest
and barber bring Don Quixote home. She pretends to be the Princess Micomicona, winning
Quixote's promise to slay a giant so that she might regain her kingdom. With the Princess' help,
the priest is able to get Quixote under his control.

Don Quixote's niece
she lives with Quixote and is concerned for his safety. She helps to hide the fact that Quixote's
books have been burned.

Don Quixote's housekeeper
a woman eager to burn Quixote's books of chivalry in hopes of preventing the gentleman

Rocinante (sometimes spelled Rocinante)
Don Quixote's old horse.

Innkeeper #1
the innkeeper performs a ceremony to knight Quixote. He also advises the knight to return
home for money and clean shirts to carry on the road.

Andres
a young laborer who is beaten by his master, John Haldudo the Rich. Quixote intervenes but
only makes matters worse.

John Haldudo the Rich
a wealthy man, while beating his servant-boy, he is apprehended by Quixote.

The barber
one of Quixote's friends, he is basically the priest's sidekick, participating in the efforts to
safeguard Quixote from knight-errantry.

Muñaton
the sage accused by Quixote's niece of stealing Quixote's library.

Friston
the "sage enchanter" who figures as Quixote's arch-nemesis. Quixote accuses Friston of
stealing his library and robbing him of a victory by transforming giants into windmills just as
Quixote was on the verge of victory against them.

Juana/Teresa Panza

Sancho's wife is called Teresa at the beginning of Book I, but at the end she is called Juana. In
Book II, she is called Teresa.

Dapple
Sancho's donkey. Whether or not Dapple is kidnapped by Gines de Pasamonte remains a point
of contention.

"The valiant Biscainer"
he battles Quixote, wounding the knight in the ear, though he loses the battle to Don Quixote

Antonio
a goatherd and friend of Chrysostom and Peter. He composes ballads and love songs.

Peter
a goatherd who brings the news of Chrysostom's death.

Chrysostom
a young shepherd who has died, heartbroken because of his unrequited love for Marcela.

Marcela
an incredibly beautiful shepherdess who comes from a wealthy family. She refuses to be
married or courted and lives in the wild, hoping to avoid the advances of men. She gives a
rational defense of her character at Chrysostom's funeral.

Señor Vivaldo
a random traveler who attends Chrysostom's funeral, accompanying Don Quixote, Sancho
Panza, and the goatherds.

Ambrosio
a friend of Chrysostom who officiates at the funeral service.

The Yangüesians
horse breeders who pelt Rocinante with stones when he attempts to mate with one of their
fillies. They also attack Don Quixote and Sancho Panza.

Innkeeper #2
Quixote enters patronizes this innkeeper in Chapter 16 and again in Chapter 32. The innkeeper
involves himself in the squabbles, arguments and concerns of his patrons. Quixote believes that
this inn is a castle and that Innkeeper #2 is the lord of the castle.

Innkeeper #2's daughter

a beautiful young woman who Quixote believes to be a princess. Quixote suspects that she is
romantically interested in him.

Maritornes
the hunchbacked and half-blind servant woman who works at Inn #2.

The mule carrier
Maritornes' lover. He attacks Quixote when Quixote embraces Maritornes, perceiving her to
be a beautiful princess.

Holy Brotherhood Officer #1
Lodging at Inn #2, he hears the fight between the carrier, Maritornes, Innkeeper #2, Sancho
and Don Quixote. He surveys the scene and initially suspects that Don Quixote has died from
his injuries.

Alifanfaron
"a furious pagan" who rides on horseback in the battle scene that Quixote imagines, though the
pagan soldiers are actually sheep.

Alonso Lopez
one of the mourners whose "walking lights" frighten Don Quixote. After Quixote attacks one
of the mourners, Alonso Lopez explains that they are only mourners, not devils.

A Barber
not Quixote's barber friend. "A man on horseback, who had on his head something which
glittered, as if it had been of gold," he is, in fact, wearing a basin on his head because it is
raining and he is on his way to work. Quixote attacks this barber and steals the basin. Quixote
believes it to be "the helmet of Mambrino."

Galley-slaves
a chain-gang of violent criminals who are on their way to execution when Quixote perceives
their distress and helps them escape. When Don Quixote suggests that the galley-slaves present
themselves to Dulcinea, the criminals beat the knight merciless and then escape in different
directions.

Gines de Pasamonte
one of the most violently ungrateful of the galley-slaves, he steals Dapple in the Sierra Morena.
A few chapters later, Dapple reappears. This discrepancy is discussed in Book II, though it is
not convincingly resolved.

Lucinda

a woman who Cardenio hoped to marry. She instead marries Cardenio's friend, Don Fernando,
who is the son of a Duke. Lucinda marries Don Fernando to appease her parents but she truly
loves Cardenio. Lucinda and Cardenio are reunited late in Book I.

Don Fernando
he betrays his friend, Cardenio, by marrying Cardenio's lover, Lucinda. Don Fernando has also
taken Dorotea's virginity, only to break his promise to marry her. Late in the novel, Don
Fernando is reunited with Dorotea and he vows to keep his promise to her. Don Fernando is
the brother of Don Pedro de Aguilar.

Tinacrio the Wise and Queen Xaramilla
father and mother of the Princess Micomicona.

"The captive"
a man from Leon who was a prisoner of war, held in Algiers. He escaped with the help of a
beautiful woman, Lela Zoraida, whom he plans to marry (once she has been baptized). "The
captive" is the brother of a judge, Licentiate Juan Perez de Viedma, who arrives at Inn #2 with
his daughter, Doña Clara.

Lela Zoraida
a beautiful woman who helps "the captive" escape from an Algiers prison. She leaves her
father, her religion, and her country seeking baptism in Spain and a happy marriage with "the
captive."

Don Pedro de Aguilar
one of the captive's comrades, he is the long-lost brother of Don Fernando.

Licentiate Juan Perez de Viedma
a judge from Leon, he is the father of Doña Clara and the brother of the captive. The priest
reunites the two brothers.

Doña Clara
the beautiful daughter of Licentiate Juan Perez de Viedma, she is in love with a young man,
Don Louis, who has followed her to the inn.

Don Louis
a neighbor of the Viedma family, he is in love with Doña Clara. He asks the judge for
permission to marry Clara.

Holy Brotherhood Officer #2

near the end of the novel, he intends to take Quixote into custody for "setting at liberty" a group
of "galley-slaves." The priest dissuades the officer on account of Quixote's insanity.

A canon
a religious figure who appears near the end of the novel. He once tried to write a tale of chivalry
though he now condemns this literary art form. In conversation with Quixote, the canon
marvels at the knight's easy ramblings between lucid intellectualism and ridiculous foolishness.

Eugenio
a goatherd who gets in a fist-fight with Don Quixote, not long after the knight is (temporarily)
released from his cage.

Anselmo
the titular character of a story called "The Novel of the Curious Impertinent." The priest reads
this story, which has been hidden in a trunk, in chapters 33-35. Anselmo is married to Camilla.
To test Camilla's fidelity, Anselmo forces his friend, Lothario, to seduce Camilla. Anselmo
regrets this foolish idea once Lothario and Camilla commence an affair. Anselmo dies of grief.

Camilla
a character in "The Novel of the Curious Impertinent," Camilla is the wife of Anselmo.
Anselmo forces Camilla into Lothario's arms.

Lothario
Anselmo's best friend in "The Novel of the Curious Impertinent." To test Camilla's fidelity,
Anselmo forces his friend, Lothario, to seduce Camilla. Lothario accidentally falls in love with
Camilla and they begin an affair. Their romance blossoms as Anselmo dies of grief.

Leonela
Camilla's servant and confidante in "The Novel of the Curious Impertinent." Leonela helps
Camilla keep her affair secret. Meanwhile, Leonela has an affair of her own.

Leonela's lover
for a time, Lothario suspects that Leonela's lover, who he has seen leaving the house early in
the morning, is competition (Camilla's other lover).

Summary
Alonso Quixana is an older gentleman who lives in La Mancha, in the Spanish countryside. He
has read many of the books of chivalry and as a result, he has lost his wits, and he decides to
roam the country as a knight-errant named Don Quixote de La Mancha. Neither his niece nor
his housekeeper can stop him from riding his old horse, Rocinante, out into the country.
Quixote's first sally ends quickly. He insists on having an innkeeper knight him into the

chivalric order. Quixote believes that the inn is a castle. Returning home for clothes and money,
Quixote is beaten and left for dead. A commoner rescues Quixote and brings him home.
The niece and housekeeper deliberate with two of Quixote's friends, the priest and barber, and
they decide to destroy Quixote's library, burning many of the books of chivalry. These books
are the culprit. When Quixote recovers, he asks for his books and his niece tells him that the
sage Muñaton has taken them. Quixote believes it was the sage Friston, his mortal foe.
Having found a squire, a common peasant named Sancho Panza, Quixote leaves yet again.
This second sally provides the story for the rest of Book I. Panza quickly realizes that his master
is mad, but the squire hopes that Quixote will make good on his promise to name Sancho as
the Governor of an island. Quixote attacks a windmill, believing it to be a giant, destroying his
lance in the process. Indeed, Quixote gets involved in several altercations and violent disputes
while traveling on the road.
There is a peaceful and pastoral interlude when Quixote joins the goatherds who mourn the
death of their friend Chrysostom, a poet who died of a broken heart. Continuing on the road
with Sancho, Quixote has a run in with some horse-breeders and he is beaten so badly that
Sancho has to quickly get the knight to an inn. Quixote perceives the inn to be a castle, yet
again. Quixote believes the innkeeper's daughter to be a beautiful princess who has promised
to come to his bed during the knight. Later that night, Quixote ends up caressing Maritornes:
the half-blind, hunchbacked servant girl. Her lover, a mule carrier, is enraged and the carrier
beats Quixote when he realizes that his lover, Maritornes, is struggling to get away from
Quixote. In the darkness a brawl ensues, including Sancho, Maritornes, the innkeeper, the mule
carrier and Quixote‹ who quickly passes out. An officer of the Holy Brotherhood enters the
room, having heard the commotion, and he fears that Quixote is dead.
Quixote is not dead. When he revives, he asks for the ingredients so that he might prepare for
himself the "true balsam of Fierabras." He prepares the balsam, vomits, passes out, and wakes
up feeling better. Sancho drinks the balsam and nearly dies. The next day, knight and squire
leave the inn without paying. Quixote believes it to be an enchanted castle and he is offended
by the suggestion that he should pay. Sancho does not escape as easily as Quixote does. Indeed,
the squire is tossed in a blanket and his bags are stolen. In an arc of violence, Quixote murders
some sheep, loses some teeth, steals a barber's basin (believing it to be Mambrino's helmet)
and sets free a chain of galley-slaves who repay the knight's kindness with bruises.
Quixote befriends Cardenio, The Ragged Knight of the Sorry Countenance, who mourns the
fact that his true love, Lucinda, has married another man: Don Fernando. Cardenio has gone
mad with grief, running half-naked through the hills of Sierra Morena. Quixote imitates
Cardenio, pining for his beloved lady, Dulcinea del Toboso. Quixote sends Sancho with a letter
to deliver to Dulcinea but instead Sancho finds the barber and priest and leads them to Quixote.
With the help of Dorotea, a woman who has been deceived by Don Fernando, the priest and
barber make plans to trick Don Quixote into coming home. Dorotea pretends to be the Princess
Micomicona, desperately in need of Quixote's assistance. The final chapters of the novel
combine romantic intrigue with the comedy of errors surrounding Don Quixote. Dorotea is
reunited with Don Fernando and Cardenio is reunited with Lucinda. This takes place at the
same inn which Quixote visited earlier (where was boxed by Maritornes' lover). Numerous
guests arrive at the inn, as long-lost brothers are reunited, two other pairs of lovers are blessed
and Don Quixote is almost arrested. The Holy Brotherhood has an arrest for Quixote's arrest
on account of his "setting at liberty" a "group of galley-slaves." The priest begs for the officer
to have mercy on Quixote because the knight is insane. The officer assents; Quixote is locked
in a cage and carted home. Quixote believes the cage to be an enchantment, but when it is clear

that he is going home he does not fight back. Of course, in Book II, Quixote goes out on his
third and final sally, so Book I is not resolved.

Summary
Cervantes wrote that the first chapters were taken from "the archives of La Mancha", and the rest
were translated from an Arabic text by the Moorish author Cide Hamete Benengeli.
This metafictional trick appears to give a greater credibility to the text, implying that Don Quixote
is a real character and that the events related truly occurred several decades prior to the recording
of this account. However, it was also common practice in that era for fictional works to make some
pretense of being factual, such as the common opening line of fairy tales "Once upon a time in a
land far away...".
In the course of their travels, the protagonists meet innkeepers, prostitutes, goat-herders, soldiers,
priests, escaped convicts and scorned lovers. The aforementioned characters sometimes tell tales
that incorporate events from the real world, like the conquest of the Kingdom of Maynila or battles
in the Eighty Years' War.[8][page needed] Their encounters are magnified by Don Quixote's imagination
into chivalrous quests. Don Quixote's tendency to intervene violently in matters irrelevant to
himself, and his habit of not paying debts, result in privations, injuries, and humiliations (with
Sancho often the victim). Finally, Don Quixote is persuaded to return to his home village. The
narrator hints that there was a third quest, but says that records of it have been lost.

Part 1
The First Sally (Chapters 1–5)
Alonso Quixano, the protagonist of the novel (though he is not given this name until much later in
the book), is a hidalgo (member of the lesser Spanish nobility), nearing 50 years of age, living in
an unnamed section of La Mancha with his niece and housekeeper, as well as a boy who is never
heard of again after the first chapter. Although Quixano is usually a rational man, in keeping with
the humoral physiology theory of the time, not sleeping adequately—because he was reading—
has caused his brain to dry. Quixano's temperament is thus choleric, the hot and dry humor. As a
result, he is easily given to anger[9] and believes every word of these fictional books of chivalry to
be true.
Imitating the protagonists of these books, he decides to become a knight errant in search of
adventure. To these ends, he dons an old suit of armor, renames himself "Don Quixote", names
his exhausted horse "Rocinante", and designates Aldonza Lorenzo, a neighboring farm girl, as
his lady love, renaming her Dulcinea del Toboso, while she knows nothing of this. Expecting to
become famous quickly, he arrives at an inn, which he believes to be a castle, calls the prostitutes
he meets "ladies" (doncellas), and demands that the innkeeper, who he takes to be the lord of the
castle, dub him a knight. He spends the night holding vigil over his armor and becomes involved
in a fight with muleteers who try to remove his armor from the horse trough so that they can water
their mules. In a pretended ceremony, the innkeeper dubs him a knight to be rid of him and sends
him on his way.
Don Quixote next "frees" a young boy named Andres who is tied to a tree and beaten by his master,
and makes his master swear to treat the boy fairly, but the boy's beating is continued (and in fact
redoubled) as soon as Quixote leaves. Don Quixote then encounters traders from Toledo, who
"insult" the imaginary Dulcinea. He attacks them, only to be severely beaten and left on the side of
the road, and is returned to his home by a neighboring peasant.
Destruction of Don Quixote's library (Chapters 6 and 7)
While Don Quixote is unconscious in his bed, his niece, the housekeeper, the parish curate, and
the local barber burn most of his chivalric and other books. A large part of this section consists of
the priest deciding which books deserve to be burned and which to be saved. It is a scene of high
comedy: If the books are so bad for morality, how does the priest know them well enough to
describe every naughty scene? Even so, this gives an occasion for many comments on books
Cervantes himself liked and disliked. For example, Cervantes' own pastoral novel La Galatea is
saved, while the rather unbelievable romance Felixmarte de Hyrcania is burned. After the books

are dealt with, they seal up the room which contained the library, later telling Don Quixote that it
was the action of a wizard (encantador).
The Second Sally
After a short period of feigning health, Don Quixote requests his neighbour, Sancho Panza, to be
his squire, promising him a petty governorship (ínsula). Sancho is a poor and simple farmer but
more practical than the head-in-the-clouds Don Quixote and agrees to the offer, sneaking away
with Don Quixote in the early dawn. It is here that their famous adventures begin, starting with Don
Quixote's attack on windmills that he believes to be ferocious giants.
The two next encounter two Benedictine friars travelling on the road ahead of a lady in a carriage.
The friars are not travelling with the lady, but happen to be travelling on the same road. Don
Quixote takes the friars to be enchanters who hold the lady captive, knocks a friar from his horse,
and is challenged by an armed Basque traveling with the company. As he has no shield, the
Basque uses a pillow from the carriage to protect himself, which saves him when Don Quixote
strikes him. Cervantes chooses this point, in the middle of the battle, to say that his source ends
here. Soon, however, he resumes Don Quixote's adventures after a story about finding Arabic
notebooks containing the rest of the story by Cid Hamet Ben Engeli. The combat ends with the
lady leaving her carriage and commanding those traveling with her to "surrender" to Don Quixote.
The Pastoral Peregrinations (Chapters 11–15)
Sancho and Don Quixote fall in with a group of goat herders. Don Quixote tells Sancho and the
goat herders about the "Golden Age" of man, in which property does not exist and men live in
peace. The goatherders invite the Knight and Sancho to the funeral of Grisóstomo, a former
student who left his studies to become a shepherd after reading pastoral novels (paralleling Don
Quixote's decision to become a knight), seeking the shepherdess Marcela. At the funeral Marcela
appears, vindicating herself from the bitter verses written about her by Grisóstomo, and claiming
her own autonomy and freedom from expectations put on her by pastoral clichés. She disappears
into the woods, and Don Quixote and Sancho follow. Ultimately giving up, the two dismount by a
pond to rest. Some Galicians arrive to water their ponies, and Rocinante (Don Quixote's horse)
attempts to mate with the ponies. The Galicians hit Rocinante with clubs to dissuade him,
whereupon Don Quixote tries to defend Rocinante. The Galicians beat Don Quixote and Sancho,
leaving them in great pain.
The inn (Chapters 16–17)
After escaping the musketeers, Don Quixote and Sancho ride to a nearby inn. Once again, Don
Quixote imagines the inn is a castle, although Sancho is not quite convinced. Don Quixote is given
a bed in a former hayloft, and Sancho sleeps on the rug next to the bed; they share the loft with a
muleteer. When night comes, Don Quixote imagines the servant girl at the inn, Helen, to be a
beautiful princess, and makes her sit on his bed with him, scaring her. Seeing what is happening,
the muleteer attacks Don Quixote, breaking the fragile bed and leading to a large and chaotic fight
in which Don Quixote and Sancho are once again badly hurt. Don Quixote's explanation for
everything is that they fought with an enchanted Moor. He also believes that he can cure their
wounds with a mixture he calls "the balm of Fierabras", which only makes them sick. Don Quixote
and Sancho decide to leave the inn, but Quixote, following the example of the fictional knights,
leaves without paying. Sancho, however, remains and ends up wrapped in a blanket and tossed
up in the air (blanketed) by several mischievous guests at the inn, something that is often
mentioned over the rest of the novel. After his release, he and Don Quixote continue their travels.
The galley slaves and Cardenio (Chapters 19–24)
After Don Quixote has adventures involving a dead body, a helmet, and freeing a group of galley
slaves, he and Sancho wander into the Sierra Morena and there encounter the dejected Cardenio.
Cardenio relates the first part of his story, in which he falls deeply in love with his childhood friend
Lucinda, and is hired as the companion to the Duke's son, leading to his friendship with the Duke's
younger son, Don Fernando. Cardenio confides in Don Fernando his love for Lucinda and the
delays in their engagement, caused by Cardenio's desire to keep with tradition. After reading
Cardenio's poems praising Lucinda, Don Fernando falls in love with her. Don Quixote interrupts
when Cardenio suggests that his beloved may have become unfaithful after the formulaic stories

of spurned lovers in chivalric novels. They get into a fight, ending with Cardenio beating all of them
and walking away to the mountains.
The priest, the barber, and Dorotea (Chapters 25–31)
Quixote pines for Dulcinea, imitating Cardenio. Quixote sends Sancho to deliver a letter to
Dulcinea, but instead Sancho finds the barber and priest from his village and brings them to
Quixote. The priest and barber make plans with Sancho to trick Don Quixote to come home. They
get the help of Dorotea, a woman whom they discover in the forest, that has been deceived by
Don Fernando with promises of love and marriage. She pretends that she is the Princess
Micomicona and coming from Guinea desperate to get Quixote's help. Quixote runs into Andrés,
who insults his incompetence.
Return to the inn (Chapters 32–42)
Convinced that he is on a quest to return princess Micomicona to the throne of her kingdom,
Quixote and the group return to the previous inn where the priest reads aloud the manuscript of
the story of Anselmo (The Impertinentely Curious Man) while Quixote, sleepwalking, battles with
wineskins that he takes to be the giant who stole the princess Micomicona's kingdom. A stranger
arrives at the inn accompanying a young woman. The stranger is revealed to be Don Fernando,
and the young woman Lucinda. Dorotea is reunited with Don Fernando and Cardenio with Lucinda.
A captive from Moorish lands in company of an Arabic speaking lady arrive and is asked to tell the
story of his life; "If your worships will give me your attention you will hear a true story which,
perhaps, fictitious one constructed with ingenious and studied art can not come up to." A judge
arrives, and it is found that the captive is his long-lost brother, and the two are reunited.
The ending (Chapters 45–52)
An officer of the Santa Hermandad has a warrant for Quixote's arrest for freeing the galley slaves.
The priest begs for the officer to have mercy on account of Quixote's insanity. The officer agrees,
and Quixote is locked in a cage and made to think that it is an enchantment and that there is a
prophecy of his heroic return home. While traveling, the group stops to eat and lets Quixote out of
the cage; he gets into a fight with a goatherd and with a group of pilgrims, who beat him into
submission, and he is finally brought home. The narrator ends the story by saying that he has
found manuscripts of Quixote's further adventures.

Part 2
Although the two parts are now published as a single work, Don Quixote, Part Two was a sequel
published ten years after the original novel. While Part One was mostly farcical, the second half is
more serious and philosophical about the theme of deception.
Part Two of Don Quixote explores the concept of a character understanding that he is written
about, an idea much explored in the 20th century. As Part Two begins, it is assumed that the
literate classes of Spain have all read the first part of the story. Cervantes' meta-fictional device
was to make even the characters in the story familiar with the publication of Part One, as well as
with an actually published, fraudulent Part Two.
The Third Sally
When strangers encounter the duo in person, they already know their famous history. A Duke and
Duchess, and others, deceive Don Quixote for entertainment, setting forth a string of imagined
adventures resulting in a series of practical jokes. Some of them put Don Quixote's sense of
chivalry and his devotion to Dulcinea through many tests. Pressed into finding Dulcinea, Sancho
brings back three ragged peasant girls and tells Don Quixote that they are Dulcinea and her ladiesin-waiting. When Don Quixote only sees the peasant girls, Sancho pretends (reversing some
incidents of Part One) that their derelict appearance results from an enchantment.
Sancho later gets his comeuppance for this when, as part of one of the Duke and Duchess's
pranks, the two are led to believe that the only method to release Dulcinea from her spell is for
Sancho to give himself three thousand three hundred lashes. Sancho naturally resists this course
of action, leading to friction with his master. Under the Duke's patronage, Sancho eventually gets
a governorship, though it is false, and he proves to be a wise and practical ruler although this ends
in humiliation as well. Near the end, Don Quixote reluctantly sways towards sanity.

The lengthy untold "history" of Don Quixote's adventures in knight-errantry comes to a close after
his battle with the Knight of the White Moon (a young man from Don Quixote's hometown who had
previously posed as the Knight of Mirrors) on the beach in Barcelona, in which the reader finds him
conquered. Bound by the rules of chivalry, Don Quixote submits to prearranged terms that the
vanquished is to obey the will of the conqueror: here, it is that Don Quixote is to lay down his arms
and cease his acts of chivalry for the period of one year (in which he may be cured of his madness).
He and Sancho undergo one more prank by the Duke and Duchess before setting off.
Upon returning to his village, Don Quixote announces his plan to retire to the countryside as a
shepherd, but his housekeeper urges him to stay at home. Soon after, he retires to his bed with a
deathly illness, and later awakes from a dream, having fully recovered his sanity. Sancho tries to
restore his faith, but Quixano (his proper name) only renounces his previous ambition and
apologizes for the harm he has caused. He dictates his will, which includes a provision that his
niece will be disinherited if she marries a man who reads books of chivalry. After Alonso Quixano
dies, the author emphasizes that there are no more adventures to relate and that any further books
about Don Quixote would be spurious.

UNIT-2 Robinson Crusoe

Character List
Robinson Crusoe
the main character of the story, he is a rebellious youth with an inexplicable need to travel.
Because of this need, he brings misfortune on himself and is left to fend for himself in a
primitive land. The novel essentially chronicles his mental and spiritual development as a result
of his isolation. He is a contradictory character; at the same time he is practical ingenuity and
immature decisiveness.

Xury
a friend/servant of Crusoe's, he also escapes from the Moors. A simple youth who is dedicated
to Crusoe, he is admirable for his willingness to stand by the narrator. However, he does not
think for himself.

Friday
another friend/servant of Crusoe's, he spends a number of years on the island with the main
character, who saves him from cannibalistic death. Friday is basically Crusoe's protege, a living
example of religious justification of the slavery relationship between the two men. His
eagerness to be redone in the European image is supposed to convey that this image is indeed
the right one.

Crusoe's father
although he appears only briefly in the beginning, he embodies the theme of the merits of
Protestant, middle-class living. It is his teachings from which Crusoe is running, with poor
success.

Crusoe's mother
one of the few female figures, she fully supports her husband and will not let Crusoe go on a
voyage.

Moorish patron
Crusoe's slave master, he allows for a role reversal of white men as slaves. He apparently is
not too swift, however, in that he basically hands Crusoe an escape opportunity.

Portuguese sea captain
one of the kindest figures in the book, he is an honest man who embodies all the Christian
ideals. Everyone is supposed to admire him for his extreme generosity to the narrator. He
almost takes the place of Crusoe's father.

Spaniard
one of the prisoners saved by Crusoe, it is interesting to note that he is treated with much more
respect in Crusoe's mind than any of the colored peoples with whom Crusoe is in contact.

Captured sea captain
he is an ideal soldier, the intersection between civilized European and savage white man.
Crusoe's support of his fight reveals that the narrator no longer has purely religious motivations.

Widow
she is goodness personified, and keeps Crusoe's money safe for him. She is in some way a foil
to his mother, who does not support him at all.

Savages
the cannibals from across the way, they represent the threat to Crusoe's religious and moral
convictions, as well as his safety. He must conquer them before returning to his own world.

Negroes
they help Xury and Crusoe when they land on their island, and exist in stark contrast to the
savages.

Traitorous crew members
they are an example of white men who do not heed God; they are white savages.

Summary
Robinson Crusoe is a youth of about eighteen years old who resides in Hull, England.
Although his father wishes him to become a lawyer, Crusoe dreams of going on sea voyages.
He disregards the fact that his two older brothers are gone because of their need for adventure.
His father cautions that a middle-class existence is the most stable. Robinson ignores him.
When his parents refuse to let him take at least one journey, he runs away with a friend and
secures free passage to London. Misfortune begins immediately, in the form of rough weather.
The ship is forced to land at Yarmouth. When Crusoe's friend learns the circumstances under
which he left his family, he becomes angry and tells him that he should have never come to the
sea. They part, and Crusoe makes his way to London via land. He thinks briefly about going

home, but cannot stand to be humiliated. He manages to find another voyage headed to Guiana.
Once there, he wants to become a trader. On the way, the ship is attacked by Turkish pirates,
who bring the crew and passengers into the Moorish port of Sallee. Robinson is made a slave.
For two years he plans an escape. An opportunity is presented when he is sent out with two
Moorish youths to go fishing. Crusoe throws one overboard, and tells the other one,
called Xury, that he may stay if he is faithful. They anchor on what appears to be uninhabited
land. Soon they see that black people live there. These natives are very friendly to Crusoe and
Xury. At one point, the two see a Portuguese ship in the distance. They manage to paddle after
it and get the attention of those on board. The captain is kind and says he will take them aboard
for free and bring them to Brazil.
Robinson goes to Brazil and leaves Xury with the captain. The captain and a widow in England
are Crusoe's financial guardians. In the new country, Robinson observes that much wealth
comes from plantations. He resolves to buy one for himself. After a few years, he has some
partners, and they are all doing very well financially. Crusoe is presented with a new
proposition: to begin a trading business. These men want to trade slaves, and they want
Robinson to be the master of the tradepost. Although he knows he has enough money, Crusoe
decides to make the voyage. A terrible shipwreck occurs and Robinson is the only survivor. He
manages to make it to the shore of an island.
Robinson remains on the island for twenty-seven years. He is able to take many provisions
from the ship. In that time, he recreates his English life, building homes, necessities, learning
how to cook, raise goats and crops. He is at first very miserable, but embraces religion as a
balm for his unhappiness. He is able to convince himself that he lives a much better life here
than he did in Europe--much more simple, much less wicked. He comes to appreciate his
sovereignty over the entire island. One time he tries to use a boat to explore the rest of the
island, but he is almost swept away, and does not make the attempt again. He has pets whom
he treats as subjects. There is no appearance of man until about 15 years into his stay. He sees
a footprint, and later observes cannibalistic savages eating prisoners. They don't live on the
island; they come in canoes from a mainland not too far away. Robinson is filled with outrage,
and resolves to save the prisoners the next time these savages appear. Some years later they
return. Using his guns, Crusoe scares them away and saves a young savage whom he
names Friday.
Friday is extremely grateful and becomes Robinson's devoted servant. He learns some English
and takes on the Christian religion. For some years the two live happily. Then, another ship of
savages arrives with three prisoners. Together Crusoe and Friday are able to save two of them.
One is a Spaniard; the other is Friday's father. Their reunion is very joyous. Both have come
from the mainland close by. After a few months, they leave to bring back the rest of the
Spaniard's men. Crusoe is happy that his island is being peopled. Before the Spaniard and
Friday's father can return, a boat of European men comes ashore. There are three prisoners.
While most of the men are exploring the island, Crusoe learns from one that he is the captain
of a ship whose crew mutinied. Robinson says he will help them as long as they leave the
authority of the island in his hands, and as long as they promise to take Friday and himself to
England for free. The agreement is made. Together this little army manages to capture the rest
of the crew and retake the captain's ship. Friday and Robinson are taken to England. Even
though Crusoe has been gone thirty-five years, he finds that his plantations have done well and
he is very wealthy. He gives money to the Portuguese captain and the widow who were so kind
to him. He returns to the English countryside and settles there, marrying and having three
children. When his wife dies, he once more goes to the sea.

UNIT- 4

Jane Eyre

Character List

Jane Eyre
The protagonist and narrator of Jane Eyre, Jane begins the novel as an angry, rebellious, 10year-old orphan and gradually develops into a sensitive, artistic, maternal, and fiercely
independent young woman. In each stage of the novel, Jane is met with fierce opposition from
those around her, often because of her low social class and lack of economic independence.
Yet, Jane maintains her independent spirit, growing stronger in her beliefs and ideals with each
conflict; Jane's inferior position as a governess serves simply to heighten her thirst for
independence, both financial and emotional. She rejects marriages to both Mr. Rochester and
St. John because she understands she will have to forfeit her independence in the unions. Only
after she has attained the financial independence and self-esteem to maintain a marriage of
equality does Jane allow herself to marry Mr. Rochester and enjoy a life of love. This selfesteem is gained through Jane's making her mark in various worlds: Lowood, Thornfield, and
particularly Moor House, in which she is valued for her humanity and values. Paralleling Jane's
desire for independence is her search for a proper set of religious values. She rejects the
extremist models of Brocklehurst, Helen Burns, and St. John, and eventually settles on a
spirituality of love and connection. The novel ends happily for Jane: not only does she maintain
her independence and live with the man she loves, she is able to overcome the social constraints
of her position as governess and become a heroine with which every reader can relate.

Edward Rochester
The owner of Thornfield Manor and Jane's lover. Mr. Rochester is an interesting twist on the
tragic Byronic hero; though not handsome in a strict sense, his great passion and forcefulness
make him an extremely appealing and sensual character in Jane's perspective. Mr. Rochester is
also a sympathetic character because of the mistakes he has made in his past: deceived by
Bertha Mason's external beauty, Mr. Rochester is constantly brooding and rejecting the
darkness of his decision. Despite their difference in backgrounds and social status, Mr.
Rochester is a kindred spirit to Jane and feels a sort of emotional peace when he is in her
presence. Mr. Rochester is also particularly important to Jane because he provides her with the
unconditional love and sense of family that she has never experienced before. Although Mr.
Rochester is clearly presented as Jane's superior in intellect and worldly knowledge, the
revelation of his marriage to the insane Bertha Mason demonstrates that Jane possesses the
moral and ethical superiority in the relationship. Jane rejects his marriage proposal after she
learns of Bertha, not only because she feels it would flout the law, but perhaps because Bertha's
marriage is a cautionary symbol of Victorian marriage: despite Mr. Rochester's best intentions
and Jane's equal intellectual standing, he may still end up imprisoning Jane in his own way
through matrimony, just as he has imprisoned Bertha. Ironically, when Jane finally does agree
to marry Rochester after having gained her independence, the fire Bertha set to Thornfield has
blinded him. Thus, he is suddenly dependent on Jane, a fact which nullifies the typical marriage
inequalities of the time period and tips the balance in her favor. On a kinder note, Brontë closes
the novel with Mr. Rochester's sight regained in one eye: the marriage is restored to equality
and Mr. Rochester and Jane can be happy in their union.

St. John Rivers
The evangelist who takes Jane in at Moor House, brother to Diana and Mary and, it turns out,
cousin to Jane. St. John is the last of the three major Christian models Jane observes over the
course of the novel. Stoical, cold, and strictly devoted to Christianity, St. John's religion is far
too detached for Jane. He refuses to give in to his love for Rosamond Oliver out of a warped
sense of duty to God, and Jane concludes that he still knows little about God's love. Although
St. John does not love Jane, he believes that she would be suited to missionary work in India
and thus, asks her to marry him. While Jane admits that she would gladly accompany him as
his cousin (or adopted sister), marrying him under such circumstances would mean forfeiting
her rights to a life of passion and love. Losing her autonomy in such a way is unacceptable to
her, while accompanying him without marriage violates St. John's sense of propriety. Jane's
rejection of St. John's advances seems to spur her return to Rochester, her one chance for
spiritual passion. While Rochester is described in terms of fire and flames, St. John is
constantly associated with ice and cold, a connection that heightens the lack of passion and joy
that would come with a marriage to him. Although the book ends happily for Jane and Mr.
Rochester, St. John's ending is far more ambiguous. Although he has traveled to India to fulfill
his Christian duty, Bronte still gives the impression that St. John's life could have been more
meaningful if he had ever accepted love.

Helen Burns
Jane's friend at Lowood School. Though she dies early on in Jane's time at Lowood, Helen is
perhaps the fourth-most important character in the novel for her symbolic value. Upholding the
extreme Christian doctrine of tolerance and forgiveness at all costs, Helen serves as a foil to
both Mr. Brocklehurst, with his cruel lack of Christian compassion, and Jane, with her anger
at those who mistreat her. Helen espouses a Christianity in which faithfulness and compassion
are rewarded in Heaven. As an orphan like Jane, Helen believes that her true family is waiting
for her in the kingdom of Heaven. With that in mind, she faithfully turns the other cheek when
accepting all the cruel punishments handed down at Lowood. She faces especial torments from
Mrs. Scratcherd, and, though Helen is distressed by the treatment, she remains unwavering in
her beliefs. When Helen dies, Jane absorbs the lesson that the meek shall not inherit the earth.
While Jane initially rejects Helen's brand of religion, she does incorporate it in her life later on,
especially when she relies on the spiritual kindness of strangers after leaving Thornfield.

Mr. Brocklehurst
The stingy manager of Lowood. Mr. Brocklehurst hypocritically espouses Christian morals in
his evangelical sermons and then treats the students at Lowood with disrespect and cruelty. The
starvation-level rations and poor condition of the school come in sharp contrast to the luxurious
and well-fed existence enjoyed by Brocklehurst's family, and it is discovered that Mr.
Brocklehurst has been embezzling school funds to line his own pockets. He is eventually
replaced as head of the school.

Mrs. Fairfax
The kindly housekeeper at Thornfield. Distantly related to the Rochesters, Mrs. Fairfax is
extremely welcoming to Jane upon her arrival to Thornfield and serves as another surrogate
mother for Jane in the novel. She warns Jane against marrying Mr. Rochester because she is

concerned about the differences in age and social class. After Jane's departure from Thornfield,
Mrs. Fairfax retires with a generous pension from Mr. Rochester.

Bertha Mason
Rochester's insane wife and Richard Mason's sister. A beautiful Creole woman from a
prominent West Indies family, Bertha was married to Mr. Rochester in an effort to consolidate
the wealth of the two families. Suffering from hereditary insanity that had been kept secret
from Mr. Rochester, Bertha began to spiral into madness and violence shortly after their
marriage. Eventually, Bertha is imprisoned in the attic at Thornfield under the guard of Grace
Poole, a confinement meant to ensure both her own protection and the protection of the other
inhabitants of the house. Bertha occasionally escapes from her prison and wreaks havoc in the
house; her last outburst involves setting fire to Thornfield and leaping to her own death. As the
representation of the classic Gothic figure of "The Madwoman in the Attic," Bertha is both
pitiable and terrifying and supports Bronte's critique of gender inequalities and Victorian
marriage during the period.

Mrs. Reed
Jane's aunt. Although she promised Mr. Reed that she would treat Jane as her own, Mrs. Reed
favors her own spoiled children and harshly punishes Jane for her seeming impudence, even
locking her up in the "red-room." When Jane is ten years old, Mrs. Reed sends her to Lowood
and then tells John Eyre that Jane has died of typhus fever at the school. On her deathbed, Mrs.
Reed reveals that she hated Jane because Mr. Reed loved Jane more than any of his biological
children, and she refuses to apologize for mistreating her.

Bessie Lee
A servant at Gateshead. Bessie is Jane's only comfort during her time at Gateshead and
occasionally sings her songs and tells her stories. Acting as a surrogate mother for Jane, she is
particularly kind after Jane's experience in the red-room and even treats her to a tart on her
favorite plate. Bessie visits Jane at Lowood several years after her departure and is impressed
with Jane's gentile demeanor. She marries the Gateshead coachman, Robert Leaven, and has
three children, the youngest of which she names Jane.

John Reed
Jane's cousin and brother to Eliza and Georgiana. The spoiled darling of his mother, John
constantly bullies Jane and is ultimately responsible for her confinement in the red-room at
Gateshead. John becomes an alcoholic and avid gambler during his adulthood and commits
suicide in order to escape from his massive gambling debts.

Georgiana Reed
Jane's cousin and Eliza's sister. The prettier of the two Reed girls, Georgiana's beauty makes
her a spoiled, selfish child, though she befriends Jane as Mrs. Reed dies. She blames Eliza for
her failed plans to marry Lord Edwin Vere and shows a similar lack of compassion during her
mother's illness. She eventually marries a wealthy man.

Eliza Reed
Jane's cousin and Georgiana's sister. Described by Jane as headstrong and selfish, Eliza is
extremely jealous of her sister's beauty and vindictively breaks up Georgiana's engagement to
Lord Edwin Vere. She becomes a devout Christian, but, rather than espousing compassion and
humanity, she believes only in the importance of "usefulness." After her mother's death, Eliza
breaks off all communication with Georgiana and enters a convent in France. She eventually
becomes Mother Superior and leaves all of her money to the church.

Adèle Varens
The French-speaking, scampish ward of Mr. Rochester that Jane is hired to tutor. Adèle is the
illegitimate child of the opera dancer Céline Varens and an unnamed gentleman. Although she
lacks discipline and intellect and suffers from many "French" traits, Adèle improves greatly
under Jane's tutelage. She studies at a school of Jane's choosing and grows into a sensible and
docile woman who becomes a good companion for Jane.

Grace Poole
Bertha Mason's keeper at Thornfield. As the guard for the third-story prison, Grace's fondness
for gin and occasional alcohol-induced naps allow Bertha to escape and wreak havoc in the
house, including setting fire to Mr. Rochester's bedchamber, ripping Jane's wedding veil, and
causing the fire that destroys Thornfield. Jane is led to believe that the strange goings-on in
Thornfield are caused by Grace Poole. It is only after Mr. Briggs and Richard Mason reveal
that Mr. Rochester is already married that Jane understands Grace's true position at Thornfield.

Blanche Ingram
The young and beautiful society lady who is Jane's primary romantic rival. Jane is convinced
that the haughty Miss Ingram would be a poor match for Mr. Rochester, but she believes that
Mr. Rochester prefers Blanche's beautiful appearance to her own plainness. Mr. Rochester is
aware that Blanche is only interested in him for his money, but he pretends that he loves her in
order to make Jane jealous. Blanche's comments about governesses during her visit to
Thornfield are particularly upsetting to Jane and demonstrate the popular beliefs about
governesses during Charlotte Bronte's time.

Miss Temple
The beautiful and kindly superintendent of Lowood. Miss Temple is presented as the foil to the
cruel and stingy Mr. Brocklehurst and strives to treat the students at Lowood with as much
compassion as possible, even providing them with extra bread and cheese to supplement their
meager meals. Miss Temple is particularly kind to Jane and Helen, providing them with
seedcake during their tea together and giving Helen a warm bed to die in. As one of the novel's
surrogate maternal figures for Jane, Miss Temple demonstrates the lady-like demeanor and
inner strength that Jane wishes to possess as an adult.

Céline Varens
Adèle's mother and Mr. Rochester's former mistress. A French opera dancer, Céline pretended
to love Rochester but actually only used him for his money. Rochester overhears a conversation

between her and one of her other lovers and, filled with rage at his personal humiliation,
promptly severs all ties with her. Although Adèle is not his biological daughter, Rochester
takes her in as his ward when Céline abandons her to run off to Italy with a musician.

Richard Mason
The brother of Bertha Mason. The handsome but weak-willed man, Richard met Mr. Rochester
in the West Indies and encouraged him to marry his beautiful sister without mentioning her
hereditary madness. Richard comes to Thornfield in order to check on his sister and is brutally
bitten and stabbed by Bertha when he goes to her room alone. When he later learns of Mr.
Rochester's bigamous plan to marry Jane, Richard arrives back in England with the solicitor,
Mr. Briggs, and stops the marriage.

Diana Rivers
Jane's cousin and the sister of St. John and Mary. Charismatic and independent, Diana is forced
to work as a governess in a wealthy household because of her family's financial difficulties.
Along with her sister, Diana reveals the injustice of society's treatment of well-bred, intelligent
women who are unmarried. Diana supports Jane's decision not to marry St. John and helps Jane
to maintain her independence. She marries a navy officer.

Mary Rivers
Jane's cousin and the sister of St. John and Diana Rivers. A strong and independent woman,
Mary is forced to work as a governess after her family's loss of wealth. Despite their
misfortunes, Mary is kind and compassionate, particularly when Jane begins to live with them
at Moor House. Mary and her sister both exemplify the type of independent woman that Jane
desires to become. She marries a clergyman.

Mr. Lloyd
The kindly apothecary who suggests Jane attend school at Lowood after her traumatic
experience in the red-room at Gateshead. Mr. Lloyd also sends a letter to Miss Temple that
clears Jane of Mr. Brocklehurst's charges that she is a liar.

Mr. Briggs
The solicitor from London who publicly reveals Rochester's marriage to Bertha Mason. Briggs
is also instrumental in giving Jane her proper inheritance after her uncle dies.

Hannah Rivers
The elderly servant at Moor House. Hannah initially refuses to allow Jane to enter the house
because she believes that Jane is a lower-class beggar. Jane chides her for her class prejudices,
and the two eventually become good friends.

Rosamond Oliver
The daughter of Mr. Oliver. The beautiful and angelic Rosamond is the benefactress of Jane's
school and is overcome with love for St. John. Although he secretly returns her love, St. John
cannot allow himself to marry her because of their differing circumstances and his intention to
become a missionary. Rosamond ultimately marries the wealthy Mr. Granby.

Mr. Oliver
Rosamond's father. Mr. Oliver is the wealthiest man in Morton and attempts to use his wealth
for the benefit of the town, particularly in terms of helping St. John Rivers with his school.

John Eyre
Jane's uncle (as well as the uncle of the Rivers siblings), John made his fortune in wine in
Madeira. He intended to adopt Jane but was told that she was dead by Mrs. Reed. Although he
dies before they ever meet, John leaves his vast fortune of 20,000 pounds to Jane.

Miss Scatcherd
The history and grammar teacher at Lowood. Miss Scatcherd is generally unkind to her
students, but she is particularly cruel and abusive to Helen.

Pilot
Mr. Rochester's faithful dog. Pilot foreshadows Mr. Rochester's presence throughout the book,
appearing immediately before Mr. Rochester falls off his horse and maintaining his loyal
companionship after Mr. Rochester has lost his eyesight and hand.

Mr. Reed
Jane's other uncle. Because of his great affection for his sister (Jane's mother), Mr. Reed took
Jane in when her parents died and intended to raise her with love and kindness. While he was
dying, he made Mrs. Reed promise to raise Jane as one of her own, but Mrs. Reed breaks the
promise. Although Mr. Reed does not appear as a living character in the novel, Jane constantly
feels the presence of his "ghost" during her childhood at Gateshead.

John and Mary
A married couple who works at Thornfield and then cares for Mr. Rochester during his
convalescence at Ferndean.

Robert Leaven
The coachman at Gateshead and Bessie's husband. After John Reed's death, Robert comes to
Thornfield to bring Jane back to Gateshead with him.

Miss Miller
One of the teachers at Lowood. Miss Miller greets Jane on her initial arrival to the school.

Miss Smith
A teacher at Lowood who instructs the students in sewing.

Madame Pierrot
The French instructor at Lowood.

Miss Gryce
Jane's roommate and fellow teacher at Lowood.

Alice Wood
An orphan who is hired by Rosamond Oliver to assist Jane at the school in Morton.

Summary
Ten-year-old orphan Jane Eyre lives unhappily with her wealthy relatives, the Reed family,
at Gateshead. Resentful of the late Mr. Reed’s preference for her, Jane’s aunt and cousins
take every opportunity to neglect and abuse her as a reminder of her inferior station. Jane’s
only salvation from her daily humiliations is Bessie, the kindly servant who tells her stories
and sings her songs. One day, Jane confronts her bullying cousin, John, and Mrs.
Reed punishes her by imprisoning her in the “red-room,” the room in which her uncle died.
Convinced that she sees her uncle’s ghost, Jane faints. When she awakes, Jane is being cared
for the apothecary, Mr. Lloyd, who suggests that she be sent off to school. Mrs. Reed is happy
to be rid of her troublesome charge and immediately sends Jane to the Lowood School, an
institution fifty miles from Gateshead.
Jane soon discovers that life at the Lowood School is bleak, particularly because of the
influence of the hypocritical headmaster, Mr. Brocklehurst, whose cruelty and evangelical
self-righteousness results in poor conditions, inedible meals, and frequent punishments for the
students. During an inspection of the school, Mr. Brocklehurst humiliates Jane by forcing to
stand on a stool in the middle of the class and accusing her of being a liar. The beautiful
superintendent, Miss Temple, believes in Jane’s innocence and writes to Mr. Lloyd for
clarification of Jane’s nature. Although Jane continues to suffer privations in the austere
environment, Miss Temple’s benevolence encourages her to devote herself to her studies.
While at Lowood, Jane also befriends Helen Burns, who upholds a doctrine of Christian
forgiveness and tolerance. Helen is constantly mistreated by Miss Scratcherd, one of the more
unpleasant teachers at the school, but maintains her passivity and “turns the other cheek.”
Although Jane is unable to accept Helen’s doctrine completely – her passionate nature cannot
allow her to endure mistreatment silently– Jane attempts to mirror Helen’s patience and
calmness in her own character. During the spring, an outbreak of typhus fever ravages the
school, and Helen dies of consumption in Jane’s arms. The deaths by typhus alert the
benefactors to the school’s terrible conditions, and it is revealed that Mr. Brocklehurst has been
embezzling school funds in order to provide for his own luxurious lifestyle. After Mr.

Brocklehurst’s removal, Jane’s time at Lowood is spent more happily and she excels as a
student for six years and as a teacher for two.
Despite her security at Lowood, Jane is dissatisfied and yearns for new adventures. She accepts
a position as governess at Thornfield Manor and is responsible for teaching a vivacious French
girl named Adèle. In addition to Adèle, Jane spends much of her time at Thornfield with Mrs.
Fairfax, the elderly housekeeper who runs the estate during the master’s absence. Jane also
begins to notice some mysterious happenings around Thornfield, including the master’s
constant absence from home and the demonic laugh that Jane hears emanating from the thirdstory attic.
After much waiting, Jane finally meets her employer, Edward Rochester, a brooding,
detached man who seems to have a dark past. Although Mr. Rochester is not handsome in the
traditional sense, Jane feels an immediate attraction to him based on their intellectual
communion. One night, Jane saves Mr. Rochester from a fire in his bedroom, which he blames
on Grace Poole, a seamstress with a propensity for gin. Because Grace continues to work at
Thornfield, Jane decides that Mr. Rochester has withheld some important information about
the incident.
As the months go by, Jane finds herself falling more and more in love with Mr. Rochester, even
after he tells her of his lustful liaison with Adèle’s mother. However, Jane becomes convinced
that Mr. Rochester would never return her affection when he brings the beautiful Blanche
Ingram to visit at Thornfield. Though Rochester flirts with the idea of marrying Miss Ingram,
he is aware of her financial ambitions for marriage. During Miss Ingram’s visit, an old
acquaintance of Rochester's, Richard Mason, also visits Thornfield and is severely injured
from an attack - apparently by Grace - in the middle of the night in the attic. Jane, baffled by
the circumstances, tends to him, and Rochester confesses to her that he made an error in the
past that he hopes to overturn by marrying Miss Ingram. He says that he has another governess
position for Jane lined up elsewhere.
Jane returns to Gateshead for a few weeks to see the dying Mrs. Reed. Mrs. Reed still resents
Jane and refuses to apologize for mistreating her as a child; she also admits that she lied to
Jane’s uncle, John Eyre, and told him that she had died during the typhus outbreak at Lowood.
When Jane returns to Thornfield, Rochester tells her that he knows Miss Ingram’s true
motivations for marriage, and he asks Jane to marry him. Jane accepts, but a month later, Mason
and a solicitor, Mr. Briggs, interrupt the wedding ceremony by revealing that Rochester
already has a wife: Mason's sister, Bertha, who is kept in the attic in Thornfield under the care
of Grace Poole. Rochester confesses his past misdeeds to Jane. In his youth he needed to marry
the wealthy Bertha for money, but was unaware of her family's history of madness. Despite his
best efforts to help her, Bertha eventually descended into a state of complete madness that only
her imprisonment could control. Jane still loves Mr. Rochester, but she cannot allow herself to
become his mistress: she leaves Thornfield.
Penniless and devastated by Mr. Rochester’s revelations, Jane is reduced to begging for food
and sleeping outdoors. Fortunately, the Rivers siblings, St. John (pronounced “Sinjin”), Diana,
and Mary, take her into their home at Moor House and help her to regain her strength. Jane
becomes close friends with the family, and quickly develops a great affection for the ladies.
Although the stoically religious St. John is difficult to approach, he finds Jane a position
working as a teacher at a school in Morton. One day, Jane learns that she has inherited a vast
fortune of 20,000 pounds from her uncle, John Eyre. Even more surprising, Jane discovers that
the Rivers siblings are actually her cousins. Jane immediately decides to share her newfound
wealth with her relatives.

St. John is going to go on missionary work in India and repeatedly asks Jane to accompany him
as his wife. She refuses, since it would mean compromising her capacity for passion in a
loveless marriage. Instead, she is drawn to thoughts of Mr. Rochester and, one day, after
experiencing a mystical connection with him, seeks him out at Thornfield. She discovers that
the estate has been burned down by Bertha, who died in the fire, and that Mr. Rochester, who
lost his eyesight and one of his hands in the fire, lives at the nearby estate of Ferndean. He is
overjoyed when she locates him, and relates his side of the mystical connection that Jane had.
He and Jane soon marry. At the end of the novel, Jane informs the readers that she and Mr.
Rochester have been married for ten years, and Mr. Rochester regained sight in one of his eyes
in time to see the birth of his first son.

UNIT-5

Great Expectations

Character List

Pip
the narrator as well as the protagonist of the story. Pip is an orphan being raised by his sister,
Mrs. Joe Gargery and her husband, Mr. Joe Gargery, a blacksmith.

Mrs. Joe Gargery
a bitter, angry woman who brings up Pip "by hand." That is, she whips him whenever she can
and complains about what a burden he is while she does it.

Mr. Joe Gargery
a kind, if browbeaten, blacksmith. Though he is theoretically Pip's adoptive father, Pip sees
him as an equal and a friend. Joe is uneducated and perhaps a little slow but he understands the
important things in life.

Mr. Wopsle
the village church clerk whose dream it is to get on the pulpit and preach as he considers himself
an excellent speaker. As it is, he becomes an actor.

Mr. and Mrs. Hubble
simple, silly folks from Pip's village. Mr. Hubble is a wheelwright.

Uncle Pumblechook
Joe's uncle, a well-to-do corn-chandler in the village. He considers himself upper-class and is
actually a bombastic fool.

Mr. Wopsle's great aunt
runs the so-called school in town out of a cottage. A "ridiculous old lady."

Biddy
a kind, intelligent girl Pip's age who works for Mr. Wopsle's great aunt at the school. Later, she
comes to work for Joe taking care of Mrs. Joe Gargery.

Miss Havisham
a strange, wrinkled up lady who never sees the sunlight and never gets out of her bridal gown.
She's actually a very cold hearted, yet wealthy, lady who lives just outside the village in a the
Satis House.

Estella
Miss Havisham's adopted daughter. Cold and very proud but very beautiful. She's about Pip's
age and is the love of Pip's life.

Geogiana
Aging relatives of Miss Havisham who don't have an inch of love for the woman but are greedy
for her money. They buzz around Miss Havisham like flies.

Sarah Pocket
Aging relatives of Miss Havisham who don't have an inch of love for the woman but are greedy
for her money. They buzz around Miss Havisham like flies.

Cousin Raymond
Aging relatives of Miss Havisham who don't have an inch of love for the woman but are greedy
for her money. They buzz around Miss Havisham like flies.

Camilla
Aging relatives of Miss Havisham who don't have an inch of love for the woman but are greedy
for her money. They buzz around Miss Havisham like flies.

Orlick
a gruff evil man that Joe employs around the forge. He seems to hate just about everybody, but
has a crush on Biddy.

Matthew Pocket
Miss Havisham's cousin, but not one of her relatives that is greedy. Matthew Pocket has charge
of nine children, two nurses, and a pretty but useless wife. He also tutors young gentlemen,
including Pip.

Herbert Pocket
Matthew's son. An extremely cheerful and honest boy about Pip's age. He become Pip's best
friend in London.

Jaggers
rational and seemingly emotionless lawyer for Miss Havisham and for Pip. He is an excellent
speaker and logician, however, and specializes in getting criminals light sentences.

Wemmick
Jaggers' stiff clerk by day, esoteric and generous man in private. Wemmick lives in a cottage
he fashioned into a castle and fights to divide his public and private life. Wemmick becomes a
good friend of Pip's (in private).

The "Aged"
Wemmick's elderly, and quite deaf, relative (of unknown relations). The Aged lives with
Wemmick in his castle and is quite happy when you nod at him.

The "Avenger"
Pip's servant boy who Pip finds more of a nuisance than a help. Pip never has enough for him
to do, so the Avenger always seems to be standing around.

Drummle
another student and boarder of Matthew Pocket. He is a moody, disgruntled "spider" but comes
from an upper-class family.

Startop
another student and boarder of Matthew Pocket. He is a good friend of Pip's.

Miss Skiffins
Wemmick's sweetheart.

Clara
Herbert secret sweetheart. She is secret because Herbert knows his mother would say she is
below his "station." She's actually a sweet, fairy-like girl who takes care of her dying drunk of
a father.

Magwitch
the convict that Pip helps at the beginning of the movie. He later returns as Pip's benefactor
under the name of Provis. He is a rough ex-con, but seems to have a good heart.

Compeyson
Magwitch's mortal enemy and the other convict Pip saw in the marshes fighting with Magwitch.
Compeyson is a gentlemanly swindler who was the fiancé that swindled Miss Havisham out of
her heart.

Summary
Great Expectations is the story of Pip, an orphan boy adopted by a blacksmith's family,
who has good luck and great expectations, and then loses both his luck and his expectations.
Through this rise and fall, however, Pip learns how to find happiness. He learns the meaning
of friendship and the meaning of love and, of course, becomes a better person for it.
The story opens with the narrator, Pip, who introduces himself and describes a much younger
Pip staring at the gravestones of his parents. This tiny, shivering bundle of a boy is suddenly
terrified by a man dressed in a prison uniform. The man tells Pip that if he wants to live, he'll
go down to his house and bring him back some food and a file for the shackle on his leg.
Pip runs home to his sister, Mrs. Joe Gragery, and his adoptive father, Joe Gragery. Mrs. Joe is
a loud, angry, nagging woman who constantly reminds Pip and her husband Joe of the
difficulties she has gone through to raise Pip and take care of the house. Pip finds solace from
these rages in Joe, who is more his equal than a paternal figure, and they are united under a
common oppression.
Pip steals food and a pork pie from the pantry shelf and a file from Joe's forge and brings them
back to the escaped convict the next morning. Soon thereafter, Pip watches the man get caught
by soldiers and the whole event soon disappears from his young mind.
Mrs. Joe comes home one evening, quite excited, and proclaims that Pip is going to "play"
for Miss Havisham, "a rich and grim lady who lived in a large and dismal house."
Pip is brought to Miss Havisham's place, a mansion called the "Satis House," where sunshine
never enters. He meets a girl about his age, Estella, "who was very pretty and seemed very
proud." Pip instantly falls in love with her and will love her the rest of the story. He then meets
Miss Havisham, a willowy, yellowed old woman dressed in an old wedding gown. Miss
Havisham seems most happy when Estella insults Pip's coarse hands and his thick boots as they
play.
Pip is insulted, but thinks there is something wrong with him. He vows to change, to become
uncommon, and to become a gentleman.
Pip continues to visit Estella and Miss Havisham for eight months and learns more about their
strange life. Miss Havisham brings him into a great banquet hall where a table is set with food
and large wedding cake. But the food and the cake are years old, untouched except by a vast
array of rats, beetles and spiders which crawl freely through the room. Her relatives all come
to see her on the same day of the year: her birthday and wedding day, the day when the cake
was set out and the clocks were stopped many years before; i.e. the day Miss Havisham stopped
living.
Pip begins to dream what life would be like if he were a gentleman and wealthy. This dream
ends when Miss Havisham asks Pip to bring Joe to visit her, in order that he may start his
indenture as a blacksmith. Miss Havisham gives Joe twenty five pounds for Pip's service to her
and says good-bye.

Pip explains his misery to his readers: he is ashamed of his home, ashamed of his trade. He
wants to be uncommon, he wants to be a gentleman. He wants to be a part of the environment
that he had a small taste of at the Manor House.
Early in his indenture, Mrs. Joe is found lying unconscious, knocked senseless by some
unknown assailant. She has suffered some serious brain damage, having lost much of voice,
her hearing, and her memory. Furthermore, her "temper was greatly improved, and she was
patient." To help with the housework and to take care of Mrs. Joe, Biddy, a young orphan
friend of Pip's, moves into the house.
The years pass quickly. It is the fourth year of Pip's apprenticeship and he is sitting with Joe at
the pub when they are approached by a stranger. Pip recognizes him, and his "smell of soap,"
as a man he had once run into at Miss Havisham's house years before.
Back at the house, the man, Jaggers, explains that Pip now has "great expectations." He is to
be given a large monthly stipend, administered by Jaggers who is a lawyer. The benefactor,
however, does not want to be known and is to remain a mystery.
Pip spends an uncomfortable evening with Biddy and Joe, then retires to bed. There, despite
having all his dreams come true, he finds himself feeling very lonely. Pip visits Miss Havisham
who hints subtly that she is his unknown sponsor.
Pip goes to live in London and meets Wemmick, Jagger's square-mouth clerk. Wemmick
brings Pip to Bernard's Inn, where Pip will live for the next five years with Matthew Pocket's
son Herbert, a cheerful young gentleman that becomes one of Pip's best friends. From Herbert,
Pips finds out that Miss Havisham adopted Estella and raised her to wreak revenge on the male
gender by making them fall in love with her, and then breaking their hearts.
Pip is invited to dinner at Wemmick's whose slogan seems to be "Office is one thing, private
life is another." Indeed, Wemmick has a fantastical private life. Although he lives in a small
cottage, the cottage has been modified to look a bit like a castle, complete with moat,
drawbridge, and a firing cannon.
The next day, Jaggers himself invites Pip and friends to dinner. Pip, on Wemmick's suggestion,
looks carefully at Jagger's servant woman -- a "tigress" according to Wemmick. She is about
forty, and seems to regard Jaggers with a mix of fear and duty.
Pip journeys back to the Satis House to see Miss Havisham and Estella, who is now older and
so much more beautiful that he doesn't recognize her at first. Facing her now, he slips back
"into the coarse and common voice" of his youth and she, in return, treats him like the boy he
used to be. Pip sees something strikingly familiar in Estella's face. He can't quite place the look,
but an expression on her face reminds him of someone.
Pip stays away from Joe and Biddy's house and the forge, but walks around town, enjoying the
admiring looks he gets from his past neighbors.
Soon thereafter, a letter for Pip announces the death of Mrs. Joe Gragery. Pip returns home
again to attend the funeral. Later, Joe and Pip sit comfortably by the fire like times of old.
Biddy insinuates that Pip will not be returning soon as he promises and he leaves insulted. Back
in London, Pip asks Wemmick for advice on how to give Herbert some of his yearly stipend
anonymously.

Narrator Pip describes his relationship to Estella while she lived in the city: "I suffered every
kind and degree of torture that Estella could cause me," he says. Pip finds out that Drummle,
the most repulsive of his acquaintances, has begun courting Estella.
Years go by and Pip is still living the same wasteful life of a wealthy young man in the city. A
rough sea-worn man of sixty comes to Pip's home on a stormy night soon after Pip's twentyfourth birthday. Pip invites him in, treats him with courteous disdain, but then begins to
recognize him as the convict that he fed in the marshes when he was a child. The
man, Magwitch, reveals that he is Pip's benefactor. Since the day that Pip helped him, he
swore to himself that every cent he earned would go to Pip.
"I've made a gentleman out of you," the man exclaims. Pip is horrified. All of his expectations
are demolished. There is no grand design by Miss Havisham to make Pip happy and rich, living
in harmonious marriage to Estella.
The convict tells Pip that he has come back to see him under threat of his life, since the law
will execute him if they find him in England. Pip is disgusted with him, but wants to protect
him and make sure he isn't found and put to death. Herbert and Pip decide that Pip will try and
convince Magwitch to leave England with him.
Magwitch tells them the story of his life. From a very young age, he was alone and got into
trouble. In one of his brief stints actually out of jail, Magwitch met a young well-to-do
gentleman named Compeyson who had his hand in everything illegal: swindling, forgery,
and other white collar crime. Compeyson recruited Magwitch to do his dirty work and landed
Magwitch into trouble with the law. Magwitch hates the man. Herbert passes a note to Pip
telling him that Compeyson was the name of the man who left Miss Havisham on her wedding
day.
Pip goes back to Satis House and finds Miss Havisham and Estella in the same banquet room.
Pip breaks down and confesses his love for Estella. Estella tells him straight that she is
incapable of love -- she has warned him of as much before -- and she will soon be married to
Drummle.
Back in London, Wemmick tells Pip things he has learned from the prisoners at Newgate. Pip
is being watched, he says, and may be in some danger. As well, Compeyson has made his
presence known in London. Wemmick has already warned Herbert as well. Heeding the
warning, Herbert has hidden Magwitch in his fiancé Clara's house.
Pip has dinner with Jaggers and Wemmick at Jaggers' home. During the dinner, Pip finally
realizes the similarities between Estella and Jaggers' servant woman. Jaggers' servant woman
is Estella's mother!
On their way home together, Wemmick tells the story of Jaggers' servant woman. It was
Jaggers' first big break-through case, the case that made him. He was defending this woman in
a case where she was accused of killing another woman by strangulation. The woman was also
said to have killed her own child, a girl, at about the same time as the murder.
Miss Havisham asks Pip to come visit her. He finds her again sitting by the fire, but this time
she looks very lonely. Pip tells her how he was giving some of his money to help Herbert with
his future, but now must stop since he himself is no longer taking money from his benefactor.
Miss Havisham wants to help, and she gives Pip nine hundred pounds to help Herbert out. She
then asks Pip for forgiveness. Pip tells her she is already forgiven and that he needs too much
forgiving himself not to be able to forgive others.

Pip goes for a walk around the garden then comes back to find Miss Havisham on fire! Pip puts
the fire out, burning himself badly in the process. The doctors come and announce that she will
live.
Pip goes home and Herbert takes care of his burns. Herbert has been spending some time with
Magwitch at Clara's and has been told the whole Magwitch story. Magwitch was the husband
of Jaggers' servant woman, the Tigress. The woman had come to Magwitch on the day she
murdered the other woman and told him she was going to kill their child and that Magwitch
would never see her. And Magwitch never did. Pip puts is all together and tells Herbert that
Magwitch is Estella's father.
It is time to escape with Magwitch. Herbert and Pip get up the next morning and start rowing
down the river, picking up Magwitch at the preappointed time. They are within a few feet of a
steamer that they hope to board when another boat pulls alongside to stop them. In the
confusion, Pip sees Compeyson leading the other boat, but the steamer is on top of them. The
steamer crushes Pip's boat, Compeyson and Magwitch disappear under water, and Pip and
Herbert find themselves in a police boat of sorts. Magwitch finally comes up from the water.
He and Compeyson wrestled for a while, but Magwitch had let him go and he is presumably
drowned. Once again, Magwitch is shackled and arrested.
Magwitch is in jail and quite ill. Pip attends to the ailing Magwitch daily in prison. Pip whispers
to him one day that the daughter he thought was dead is quite alive. "She is a lady and very
beautiful," Pip says. "And I love her." Magwitch gives up the ghost.
Pip falls into a fever for nearly a month. Creditors and Joe fall in and out of his dreams and his
reality. Finally, he regains his senses and sees that, indeed, Joe has been there the whole time,
nursing him back to health. Joe tells him that Miss Havisham died during his illness, that she
left Estella nearly all, and Matthew Pocket a great deal. Joe slips away one morning leaving
only a note. Pip discovers that Joe has paid off all his debtors.
Pip is committed to returning to Joe, asking for forgiveness for everything he has done, and to
ask Biddy to marry him. Pip goes to Joe and indeed finds happiness -- but the happiness is Joe
and Biddy's. It is their wedding day. Pip wishes them well, truly, and asks them for their
forgiveness in all his actions. They happily give it.
Pip goes to work for Herbert's' firm and lives with the now married Clara and Herbert. Within
a year, he becomes a partner. He pays off his debts and works hard.
Eleven years later, Pip returns from his work overseas. He visits Joe and Biddy and meets their
son, a little Pip, sitting by the fire with Joe just like Pip himself did years ago. Pip tells Biddy
that he is quite the settled old bachelor, living with Clara and Herbert and he thinks he will
never marry. Nevertheless, he goes to the Satis House that night to think once again of the girl
who got away. And there he meets Estella. Drummle treated her roughly and recently died. She
tells Pip that she has learned the feeling of heartbreak the hard way and now seeks his
forgiveness for what she did to him. The two walk out of the garden hand in hand, and Pip "saw
the shadow of no parting from her."

************

